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Go UNDERSTANDING SAME-SEX HISTORIEg

preceded them went into crisis, they took recognisable form only gradually
and unevenly. | mentioned earlier Althusser’s critique of an ‘expressive’ use o\m
the category of totality, in which formations at every level correspond neatly
(o one another. Reality does not work like that. In general, a particular regime
of accumulation, above all at the levels of economic production and gendereq
social reproduction, creates the conditions for the corresponding racial and
sexual formations, but this does not mean that the corresponding formations
immediately or necessarily come into existence.

So, for example. homosexuality became widely visible as such in Western
Europe only in the 18g0s with Oscar Wilde's trial in England and the founding
of the Scientihc-Humanitarian Committee in Germany, although it had roots
in the depression that began in the 18705 and European imperial expansion
from the 1880s. Lesbian/gay communities became widely visible in North and
Latin America and Western Europe only in the late 1960s, althongh they had
roots in a systemic crisis that began in the 19105 and social transformations that
came with and after the Second World War. And although the clearest marker
ol oday's gay normality, same-sex marriage, is a twenty-first-century phenom-
enom, its roots are in the recessive long wave that began in the 1970s and the
spread of neoliberalisin from the early 1980s.
or does the emergence of a new regime of accumulation in one part of the

world necessarily imply that it will becorne dominant in other regions quickly,
or ever. Even when an accumulation regime is dominant almost everywhere,
as neoliberalism is now, it can still incorporate other capitalist accumulation
regimes or even non-capitalist elements into its functioning, with a myriad of
possible conseguences at different levels of different social formations.

With all these caveats, the correspondence between regimes of accumula-
tion and same-sex formations provides evidence for a basic historical material-
ist assertion: the material relations of production and reproduction constitute
the fundamental matrix underlying all of social reality. It also has political
implications. In the political introduction, I argued that especially in a period
like this one, anti-capitalists cannot afford to neglect sexual and racial iden-
tity politics, because particularly when progressive class-based movements are
weak, what are called the ‘culture wars’ in the Us are often the wellspring of
politics. This is vital in day-ro-day and year-to-year struggles. But if economic
long waves are ultimately determinant for the shift from one same-sex forma-
tion to another, then on a scale of decades and centuries sexual radicals cannot
afford to neglect the dynamics of capitalist economies. In other words, consis-
tent queer opponents of homonormativity have to be at least anti-neoliberal
if net anti-capitalist.

NDERSTANDING SAME-SEX HISTORIES 61

The analysis of same-sex formations has other political implications as

well. Negatively, it means that the mutations from invert-dominant to g
Jominant 1o homonormative-dominant regimes have marked a steadily if
nevenly increasing ghettoisation of same-sex desire. Despite growing toler-

ght-identified

i

anice of LGBT people in many countries, even despite some st
&

ﬁqa_mmw willingness to acknowledge their own same-sex desires, the devel-

sment of family structures and sexual ideologies has, if anything, so

o]
the boundaries between straight and LGBT people. Positively, each same-sex

regime has generated forms of vebellion and resistance. In the era of classi-
cal imperialism, there are examples froni Suriname to Morocco and beyond of
people who persisted in same-sex relationships that failed to fit the category of
homosexuality, while allied sex reform and Communist movements offered
vom:.n& prospects to pathologised inverts. In the Fordist era, the radicalisation
in the late 196os and early 1g7es included lesbian/gay liberationists’ rebellion,
consciously linked to broader revolutionary currents, against the hardening
pinary. And today, in the age of gay nonmality, LGBT people whose lives adapt
them poorly to neoliberalism have increasingly been defining their identities
in non-homonormative ways: queer ways.

Combined and Uneven Social Construction

In addition to the difficulty of providing an analysis of same-sex sexiali-
ties under capitalism that does justice to temporal and social continuities
and discontinuities, | face the difficulty of providing an analysis that at least
approximates being global. While a genuinely global analysis is more than 1
can manage, | do attempt to include evidence from enough regions to avoid
the pitfalls of focusing exclusively on either the world's richest regions or those
whose cultures are largely derived from Europe (the two factors that are usu-
ally combined to form the ideological construct of ‘the West'). I have tried to
make the realities of the dependent world in particular an integral part of
the account.”

79 The unevenness of LGRT studies reflects more than global disparities of wealth and
power. This book refers to South Africa and Thailand more than contemporary Italy, for
example — nol because Italy is poor or dependent, or for that matter becanse it has no
LGEY life, but because of cultural and historical (actors that have held back the growth
of LB studies there. 1t also inevitably reflects the hegemony of the Us in gueer studies

worldwide, even in the study of LGBT people elsewherc - itself a historical phenomenen
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64 UNDERSTANDING SAME-SEX HISTORIg

Later, in imperialist countries after the Second World War, geographical dis.
placement, rising wages, the development of a welfare state and legal victorieg
redefined the heterosexual norm from a strict taboo on ‘the love that dare not
speak its name’ to a situation where LGBT people are considered ‘abnorma)
more in a statistical than in a pathological sense — and in the sense that they
are still more or less mnarginal to the family institutions threugh which soclety
reproduces itself. However, this process of redefining the heterosexual norm
was not uniformly replicated in economically dominated countries. Varied
indigenous sexual cultures combined with different modes of insertion into
the world market to produce widely divergent heterosexual norms and widely
variant LGBT formations.

Thailand, a country that was fully incorporated into the world capitalist
market without ever being formally colonised, is a particularly striking case of
the impact of capitalisin on sexual developments in a distinctive social forma-
tion, independently of European or North American cultural influence. Petey
Jackson has argued cogently in his work on Thailand that LG 87 formations in
dependent countries have not always emerged from a single, foreign capital-
ism, but through hybridizations’ derived equally from local capitalisms that
have revolutionized local premodern cultures) as capitalism ‘produces novel
cultural forms again and again in each society in which it takes root’88 What
same-sex patterns emerge in a particular society is ‘mot a foregone conclusion’;
it involves 'unexpected outcomes.$?

As Thave argued elsewhere, these outcomes can be sorted fnto several broad
patterns, including the suppression of indigenous same-sex eroticism by colo-
nialism. its adaptation to better fit the requircments of dependent capitalist
development, its repression by neo-colonial regimes, and the relative greater
prominence of trausgender patterns in conditions of dependent develop-
ment.*¢ This means that no LGBT identity today can be purely indigenous. In
a global capitalist system with far-rcaching social and cultural consequences,
the idea of absolutely pure, authentic samne-sex identities is as untenable as a
false universalism.™

Of the difterent facters at work in combined and nneven social construc-
tion ~ indigenous sexual regimes, economic and social development, cultural

S8 JacksenigBy. pp

R i

w70,

[SI)

91 Neil Garcia bas srgued convincingly against the idea that ‘cultures are by nature circum-

seribed by impermeable boundaries’ (1906, pp. xvii-xviii),
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globalisation and political change - | have argued that cultural globalisation
wma the rise of the ‘global gay'®? may be the least essential. Cultural horrowings
are frequent, of course — cultural industries are part of the broader political
econony” - but they are no proof of influence, let alone causation. Deep-
going social processes like urbanisation are far more central to identity forma-
ton than access to Kuropean magazines and Hollywood movies.?* Amaterialist
analysis would even suggest that the poor countries’ economic dependence, by
helping to hold back and distort economic growth, has delayed the emergence
of a specifically lesbian/gay identity.

Thanks to mass migration, moreover, the peoples of these different parts
of the world increasingly live side by side, mostly in the imperialist countries:
another crucial factor in shaping sexual regimes. The role of capital and of
capitalist states in structuring migratory flows needs to be integrated into a
transnational understanding of sexuality. This applies to both international
migration and the movement from countryside to cities characteristic of sex-
ual dissidents worldwide, in the course of which ‘the purportedly premodern
and the seemingly postmodern...intersect’%® For international migrants,
migration involves, alongside the economic, social and cultural impact of their
destination country on the countries left behind, a process in which the dias-
pora ‘creates the homeland’ - a fact equally relevant to queer diasporas.®”?

So far, LGBT studies has not managed to define its field of study in a way that
does justice to all these different global parameters. At first, it almost exclu-
sively studied North America and Europe. In more recent decades, as part of
what is called ‘the transnational turn, the study of same-sex formations in
Latin America, Africa and Asia has flourished, but in ways that usually either
borrow basic categories from earlier, Eurocentric works, or that look at their
regions in relative isolation. In this book, I attempt to begin from an insight
that, as far as I am aware, has not yet been treated as central to the study of
LGBT regimes: that their development has always been a global process, but
one in which, at every stage, bath the rich, dominant, imperialist countries and
the poor, dominated, economically dependent countries were central to these
regimes' transformations.

92 Alumaniggs, pp. 77-8.

03 Duggan 2003, p. 78.

94 Adam, Duyvendak and Krouwel have pointed out that even 'similar cultural practices
have quite different meanings' in different cultures (1599. p. 348).

95 Arguelles and Rich 198g, pp. 442, 450.

96 Herzog zo1, p. 205,

97  Puarzoo7, pp. 170-2 {citing Brian Keith Axel and David Eng).



61d 'Louz 19y 13D UL

= I e y weragaiddd
Surprojun (s st Lo3s oy, L1038 Y] JO pun atp SIS .

- ] > b  epaals iy
I US10 11 UEL) Wapoi aloil s WD) JO 191)1eU puy "t paal

a0
sptesre( I SOAT[ IS 191191 M — A0quo) URISaUepU] TR [0 TRl 1o paa
10 ey ol Saal] Y ; ed
Kepoy W
oY

2y st e feaorssajord Aed ymmgg e jo KiRm@s Xos-auies o],

} - Au waso
[BNXDS XDS-WIES I[BULS OU IS S| d1atjl UOAORIONN ¢ AUPOL JO Aien

any

Ly SAINOISIH XIS-AWYS ONIaNvISHT

Uy Jou st ade s1eak parpuny e jo Arenxasowoy ay) pue Kenxasouwoy
se Anue H[8uls (oS ou st a1y no pajutod sey 13y 1P UrA 0BY[ Sy
peor[d a1e Loy asaym
Buofaq mes3il a3 jo saoard yuotagnp atpy moy pue Aym Suoe oF | se IR el
033899 4wt 0p [ spopad 1a1ptea 03U Y, 1YB1s 181y 3¢ 1o vuswouatd ssnosip 03
$el WS([eIqI[09U 1DPUN s3N[enxas uo IMdeyD ay) usse Laplo [eqo[d Suryoie
~I9A0 Ue UM sjuawas jsiresrdes-Apuatagip 10 jsieardes-uou jo uoneata
-$91d a7 pajdWod USAB 10 PIMO][E SIUTIFUIOS HAVY UCTIL[NTIUNIIE JO ST
syestdes sauts 1aa0a10 'spouad saye Affeatdorouoiyo urayy sajdurexo uey
12ye] teadde sawpawos spagtad tsiies AeaBojouoiy woxy sapdurexa ‘sawy
JUBIDHIP 3B Pliom 3y 3o sured Juaraip ur papieastd uoneMWNIE jo satuiSa
JURIsgIp s31 pue wsieitdes aouts ‘Joey Uy (€ 1a1deyo) Lepoy wisieIaqIOdU
lapun sanIpenxes L4oT uay (z 13deyo) wsirended 151p1o,] 1apun sapiEnxas
Ae3/urigsop uayy (1 193deyd pue anSojoid) sapsros Isiendens ur SUCNEULIOY
xos-stes Aed-axd uaty ‘(onforoid) senawos ysireadea-aid 351y :pearSojouoiyd
st suenoas pue s1ydeyd jo vousnbos ayy ‘2our(S 181y 1y Yooq ST Jo 1 ey
Jo uonestuegio ayg 105 suonestdur saey s1maurered [Bo1B0[0poY eI D80y |,
‘saoeid pue
S JUAIBPIP U salrea AAISIIP A[[eontiod s1jeym g ‘moys o1 411 [jm | sdem
ut‘wonens goes ur soiijed feuxes o3 jueasrad axe [oof Ay pue [eqos Ay (ioq
YU 9AS1[3q [ N[NZBMY [BINI UT 10 018M08 UT 898y dIYSUOTIE[aL & UL UDWLOM OM]
uBa1 9y WOk JUBIAPIP K14 81 usmo] aden) wr 0ds1p A ssep-oppiw Bnym
Apurutwopa1d © ur swiSer xes-aues Ay — 95URISUL 10§ “EILYY INOG — A1UA0D
S[BuTs B Ui M woag Foueld a3 §0 10UI0D K14 U JUBUIIOP A|[ED0] SURAUT OU
Aq sy~ Ananeunouowoy praqrosu ‘9ngae | Lepoy - jurutuop A[reqos siey)
dIFal xas-duwes 9y L KI[e10) [8qO[T € SE UOHBULIO) XAS-DIUES T J0 1UNOIIE UB
{3Lm LOISUB] UT ST UCTITLIISUOD [BI20S URADUN PUL PAULGIIOD Uo siseydiua uy
UONRSIUSTOULOY JO ST )1 ST
UHIP Jo sanonpoid se st uonesieqols asoym Krenbaur pue uopeuop
[BInIq usyjo Aq pasuaeleyo st ey AYdIeLd e ur K[jenxas pue A[[eros Kipeo
“Haoueas 9sax Aty 03 paxuif st paom s.Aepol jo ued L1aas £|enina mor utefdxa
93 swr saxmbat Aepo1 pprom agy Jo ed auo Aue Ut suOUBWIO) 1EDT Jo AsUAS
Sunjepy -asuas WRIIP JeqMmawos e Ul Aef, 319m SOUI[RTIXS 3S3Y) YIIM Ul
SoL61 pue 50961 2171 J0 s911R1D0$ I5T[EIdRD oYy Uy pue  LeS, Jou srom SUOBULIO]
Xas-awes YoIym Uy sa11a100s Isieliden ur ‘sagaros isesrdes-uou ut suoyeiu
0§ Xas-aULes WOy JUBIYIP pUe SB AWLS AU (130q ate K13 moy urejdxa o3 st
Saxrmbax Aepoy sanenxas 1491 Jo asuas Sunfejy “soeds pue awn ioq ur adoos
PRoIq ® 11 0418 0) Pa210J U32Qq 9ART[ | JUL0IOE dyenbape ue aa1d 03 Suidy ur ‘ws
“[eaden (z1aq1[0au 19pUn $aRI[ENXOS X3S-AWES O $ASNO0) H0Oq SIY) B[I[M OF

SUMOLSTH XAS-TWVS DNIANVISUTANA 9y




=~
[

PROLOGUE: BEFORE HOMOSEXUALY Ty

promote female bonding. This female bonding, including sexual activity, hy,
the potential in male-dominated societies to be felt or seen as a form of won,.
en's resistance, 'both the breaking of a taboo and the rejection of a compulsory,
way of life30

Transgender remained an especially strong tradition in South and Southeag;
Asla, perhaps because Hinduism preserved elements of earlier, kinship-bageq
cultures even after the rige of centralised states, Indian cultural traditions Werg
tolerant towards androgyny, as is evident from the androgynous characte,
of major Hindu deities such as Siva, Vishnu and Krishna,3 and spread with
Hinduism as far as Bali.?2 The transition to class society in South Asia probably
helped to bring about the severe constriction of women'’s public life now chay.
acteristic of Hinduism, and also probably lowered the status of male-to-femaje
trans people.

In any event, the risc of class society required fitting trans people into
more elaborate division of Jabour and 1 more developed hierarchy. In some
cases, the existence of people located outside rigid kinship structures could
have advantages from the vi ewpoint of a wider class society. This seems to have
been the case with the South Asian transgendered hifras. Hijras were tradj.
tionally drawn from the ranks of those whe were seen as unqualified for male
or female status, family formation and thus full personhood; intersex people,
eunuchs (either from birth or emasc

ated by other Aijras; those living as Aijras
but resisting emasculation faced disapproval and pressure), sexually impotent
males, or women unable to menstruate. Living together in groups under the
direction of a Ajfra guru and with no caste and kinship status 1o uphold, Aifras
were lreed from the constraints of respectable behavior and nearly invulner-
able to social contiol by those outside their community 3

I religious tevms, Aijras consciously accepted outsider status made them
ascetics’ or ‘renouncers’ able to ‘tr asform an incomplete personhood into a
transcendent one’ and ‘the dross of lost + ity into the gold of divine power’ 3
They were supposed to be under the protection of the goddess Bahuchara
Mata and to be endowed with her powers, including the power (o blass or
they functioned as paid performers at weddings and

30 Rich1983 pp 183 o7

31 Nandaigga, pp. 375-6

2012, p 306

83 Nandaigyq, pp. 380-5, 392

34 Nandu 1994, pp. 394-5.

35 Nandawga pp. 373, 386-7; Kirmar 1993, pp. &6—go.
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s 5 e i wsistence of a male lineage
s (traditionally of boys) - thus ensuring the persistence of 4L
frths (17 :

b ‘hich they were excluded - and to some extent as prostitutes.
01T Wilkakd i

. srikingly, a somewhat similar transgender social role existed for Byzartine
<o . : i B4 1 gor VAL e
> hs, despite their embedding in the different ideological framework of
gunchs, des

4 istianity. Over a period of almost a thousand years, eunuchs were n.ﬁamsma.
. s not only men who had been castrated but all men who could not
L um.“a were thus marginalised from kinship stmctures, This made
_ﬁon_\m.mﬁm:.wzq for supreme power but all the more suited for a wide range of
:R.E _:m~ mm as brokers, secretaries, envoys, singers, doctors, political advisers
. N m.ﬁﬁmﬁo% nrﬂcwnw spokesmen defended and even exalted the institu-
m.sm mﬂ“w“_,_qrm_ am_wﬁo:& ng to the argument that castration was unnatural by
e o.: that ‘ascetics choose a life beyond nature’?? . .
e _Mmm tradition existed in Thailand. The Thai word kathoey, which pri-

>._<m§mm:m intersex, has also been used to describe :Edé.ﬂ:ﬁ and o.::w.

Bm:w\cro take on feminine roles. Despite the existence of Buddhist texts view-
Hmwnm:ma\mmzma and male prostitution as &:?rmm Thai mﬂ.aarmmﬁ.ma:w& :BMT.
E? contained only one prohibition relative to »ﬁbo&i. :imamv_m_:ﬁwh en C,_mw %
the prohibition of magic transforming a kathoey into a E.m: or S“m M._.”.mmu.aon:-
traditions, which allowed married men to keep nww:o:_u_:nm and visit pros
tutes, permitted kathoeys to [ll these roles as well. . e ofien

Societies in the Americas with large concentrations of African s lmm.. o e

made possible the persistence of African Qm:mma.:aﬁ‘ wm:m:,%. E“_Ewm M_“

enslaved. Perhaps gender relations among slaves - in which enslavec maw one .

as well as men did heavy labour, men had little or no power as :mmammo ro:mw

holds, and a 'dual marriage structure’ gave white owners as Sd_,_ as h mn ma ”
slaves sexual access to female slaves — allowed both genders ‘expressive anc

" sexii] 40
“mothering”’ behaviour and gave women scope to be sexual,

Class Trumps Kinship

) . L po —

In many Eurasian slave-based economies, however, in which slaves were tor |
. i i - sexua

from their kinship and community ties, age-defined or class mmmzmm ﬁG_M :
E_mzo:ﬁr%m between males were common and often dominant in their

36 Drucker1gg6. p. 8n.

37 Ringrose 1994, pp. 85-6, 90, 96-7, 106.
38 Hinschgga, pp. g6-7.

39 Jackson 1989, pp. 20, 26, 37.

40 Wekker 2006, pp. 161, 106-7.
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5T PROLOGUE: REFORE EO«SOmme.\»H:J.

Imperial China too for millennia had a same-sex formation in which interg,

erational relationships founded on status differences predominated,> o
A key leature of these intergenerational regimes was the lack of any pery,

nent identity linked (o same-sex object choice, particularly of the adult Hmw,
who penetrated youths or younger or lower-status males. Privileged m&_m

males saw themselves as entitled to satisfaction of their sexual desires ag
integral part of their privilege, and the gender of their sexual objects as _uzsmmo“
no great signilicance. Ancient Greek and Roman, classical Arab and Perstan 5
and imperial Chinese sources even identified individ ual adult men who wer,
exclusive or strong partisans of either women or male youths as exceptiong)
and even odd, since most adult men were assumed to be capable of being sey;;
ally aroused by both. Any preference they did have was generally ascribed to 5
liking ‘for particular human body parts, independent of the sex of the person
who possesse[d] them! The texts contained little or no suggestion Emﬁ.mma:
men would be desirable to any other adult men of comparable status:36 among
free, non-transgendered males, only youths were seen as objects of desire.57
This regime Had consequences both for the youths who were the objects
of desire and for the possibilities of friendship and love between men. mc._. the
youths, sexual submission to privileged adult males did not involve assum.
ing a specilic identity and was not necessarily perceived as dishonourable, on
two conditions: (1) that it never be motivated by a desire for penetration (as
oppased o respeet or affection); and () that it never happen once full aduli-
hood was reached (unless it involved submission to someone as exaled 4 3
Chinese emperor). For privileged adult men, their feelings for youths might
include intense passion, but could not be identified with _.zmsa.."::._ {any
more than desire for a woman could be), because friendship was only possi ble
between equals. Sex was about penetration, and therefore sy M:ﬁ,sJ?‘ and infe-
riority: it was ‘not the sort of thing you wonld do to someone you _.mﬂ,._zv. lovels®
Ottoman sexual culture o saw men's sexual drive as not only natural
but in need of immediate satisfaction — within the parameters of patriarchal
power relations.>" Since marriage entailed the segregation ol wives and was
not founded on romantic love, privileged Ottoman men did not generally
experience their extramarital liaisons as sources of conflict or pain. In ancient

54 Hinschaggn Pp. 20-2,

55 Najmabadi zous, p. 20,

59 Halperin zoo2, pp. go, y7-8, 95.
Halperin 198, p. 44,

Halperin zo

P15 2
30 Uhanks to Gzlen Barin for this point.

xOLOGUE: BEFORE HOMOSEXUALITY 83
___-arial China wo, since marriage was seen as 'the bonding of two lincage
impe ¢ rather than a romantic union, Chinese wives were expected to accept
m“”“wgn%m female concubine and, by the same token, his ‘dalliances with a
”Nm_a slave’®® .

nonetheless, powerful men's sexual preferences for youths could be seen,
m%mam:w in times of societal crisis, as threatening to amammp_.cq procreation,
and accordingly could be regulated, restricted or banned. The Chinese ban
on ‘sodomy with consent’ deereed in 1740 under the Qing dynasty was part of
a general crackdown on the perceived licentiousness of the preceding Ming
dynasty: Alter a period of initial .m@.mn&a however, this provision was enforced
only intermittently or not at all.5*

One striking, recurrent pattern is the persistence and even prevalence of
transgender relationships even in societies where some other same-sex pat-
tern was hegemonic. We will see that this was the case in late nineteenth- and
carly twentieth-century Europe and North America, where the new, broad
category of ‘homosexuality’ in fact largely overlapped with what was then
called ‘sexual inversion’ and would now often be viewed as transgender rela-
tionships. A similar pattern scems to be re-emerging in the twenty-first cen-
tury, where ‘queer’ oflen means ‘gender queer. Something similar took place
in many ancient societies where intergenerational or status-defined same-sex
formations were hegemonic, but coexisted with, subordinated and reshaped
transgender patterns. This underscores that while class and other status differ-
ences constitute central structuring elements, gender always underlies them
and remains crucial. Moreover, alongside other forms of resistance to unequal
social relations, resistance to the gender roles and identities assigned to indi-
viduals seems to be a constant.

This was the case, for example, in the ancient Greek and Roman worlds. [n
ancient Athens and other Greek city-states, while the idealised form of male
same-sex relations was ephebophilia - desire, courtship and sex between an
adult citizen and a pubescent citizen boy — adult male citizens could also sexu-
ally penetrate transgendered men called &inaidi (or in Rome, where the pat-
tern was similar, cinaed?), whose desire to be penetrated revealed their gender
deviance, The same applied to the female category of ribades, women whose
desire to penetrate other women was only one aspect of their identification as
‘phallic. .. hypermasculine or butchy62

6o Hinsch 1990, pp. 19, 49.
61 Hinsch1ggo, pp. 139-45, 162; Ng 1989, pp. 88 0.
62 Halperin 2002, pp. 33, 122 {citing Craig Williams), 37, 51.
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132 O:»ﬁ,%n: i

e was a long colonial tradition of seeing As

as the site of .nE.E.cE.
suppressed animalistic, perverse, homo- and hypersexual instinets 220 Iy
Russia, a conservative critic described homosexuality in 1gog as once confine,
to the 'less-civilised’ Arabs and Caucasian mountain tribes;?2 |n Cul

A log
one anthropelogist in19o6 blamed the ‘abominable vice' of :zﬂcmmxzazwc;

Asiga immigrants.+**

Ihe repression ol same-sex regimes occurred even where Eurapean impe.

m took semi-celonial forms r

ther than the form of direct CON( ey
and rule. At least for privileged men, pre-nineteenth-century Greece EEQ..
Ottoman rule, like the Ottoman lands as a whole, was sexually ‘frecr thay
liberated Greece was to be'?** The Greek national state, established in the
18208 and consolidated over the course of the nineteenth century, would be
religiously intolerant and sexually repressive, with the power of the Orthodgy
clergy acting as a brake on the development of an open homoerotic life. The
current Furopean ideological prism, which in general does no justice to the
historical ‘variety, distribution, and longevity of same-sex patterns in Islamic
societies)?** makes no sense at all of the sexual repression that nationalism

and Europeanisation brought to the former Ottoman Balk:ins.

Il the process of homosexual identity formation was rocky and irregular
in Europe and North America, it was many times more so in the dominated
regions reshaped rapidly by imperialism in the late nineteenth and early twen.
tieth centuries. On balance, the evidence tends to confirm Jarrod Hayes'’s con-
clusion: “Whereas colonial discourses represent precolonial cultures as being
more patriarchal than the colonizing one, colonisation in practice meant the
‘imposition of 4 specifically European form of patriarchy, the nuclear family
headed by men’?** However, the binary of heterosexuality and homosexuality
took different forms in the countries of dependent capitalism.

While middle-class men in the most urbanised areas of Latin America began
moving towards more reciprocal homosexuality before the Second World War,
as in North America and Western Europe, the invert-dominant model still
prevailed in the early 19708 in Brazil's north and northeast, in rural arcas and

Puar 2007, pp. &7.
221 Karlinksky 1989, p. 335.

22z Faber 2om, p &g,

mﬁbﬁLmZ AND INVERSION 133

M¥

g the urban poor. The Afro-Brazilian religion candomblé reinforced this
Tleiiticte] . - & i 26
%ME:J. with many of the candomblé priests being transgendered. 226
ph
S0/
or Southeast Asia began early but proceeded slowly, with the conquest of
Ve ©

_nuozmﬁm and the Philippines being completed only In the nineteenth and
oW ,ntieth centuries and Thailand never being formally colonised at all, Yet
._.rarz%w incorperation into the world market began as early as the seven-
ath century, although the transition from feudalism to capitalism pro-

utheast Asian cases are particularly complex, as European influence

e

ceded slowly until the late nineteenth-century abolition of serfdom and
ceede ]

peyon 2% From the 1Bs0s, however, while semi-colonial Siam was subor-
ginated to European imperialism, it retained political independence as
ntered the imperial world economy ... as the "rice bowl” of Southeast Asia,
exporting rice to European colonies like British Malaya and Dutch Java, in a

proCess that actually reinforced the authority of Thai elites.

it

The impact of social change on Thai sexual culture was gradual. The Thai
tradition of transgendered kathoeys predated any contact with Europe.?** The
abolition of slavery in the late nineteenth century, however, helped create the
conditions for the domestic sex trade as 'a major local industry over a half cen-
tury before the era of international sex tourism’. By the 1930s, there was a same-
mmx\ gex trade in which teenage boys catered to Thai adult men, and prostitution
by kathoeys catering to non-transgendered adult male seua bai (‘bi-tigers’). By
the early 1960s, nationally distributed newspapers were fostering ‘the rapid dis-
semination of gay and kathoey identity’ in Thailand.?* The spread of trans-
vestite beauty contests, common in much of contemporary Latin America but
presumably not a tradition of ancient Southeast Asia, was one indication of
how the Thai kathoey pattern took on more commodified forms without losing
its indigenous character.?®' In much of South and Southeast Asia, pre-colonial
transgender relationships were incorporated into a domestic and global sexual
market.232

226 Green19gga, pp. 67 (citing Peter Frey and Ruth Landes).

%27 Jackson 198¢, p. 45.

228 Jackson 200y, pp. 367, 370.

226 Jackson 1989, pp. 48-51

230 Jackson 2009, pp. 377, 364, 378 -84, 371-2, 363, 265, 377. This took place belore Us ticops
were slationed there - a [actor often wrongly seen as central (o the emergence of Thai
LGRT identities.

231 Jackson 1589, p. 195.

%32 Altman z2ovo, pp. 141-2, 149-50.
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140 CHAPTRy
males. One Frenchman commented in 1gog, “The Arabic and Jewish youth
Tunis readily prostitite themselves to foreicners' 255

Unlike the young Guardsmen and stable-lads of England, howevey,
youiths of T

of

:_t‘
and other towns of the Islamic world had a tradition of thej,

own, which persisted even i

1 the imperial sexual orcer, By

to _u_:v\ oy
wbout their sanse.g,
= |

1y accounts, th adition 1p fo a cert

it being seen as inverts, to be Iran

A New Sexual Politics

While in some locations of the imperialist system men and women persisted
in same-sex relations without adopting homosexual identities, in others pol;.
tics became an increasingly significant factor in consolidating homosexual ¢
gender-dissident identities. This was the case in Germany, the Netherland
and England from the end of the nine

century, where sexual and gen.

der dissent was linked to ‘sex reform’ movenients with feminist and socialist

overtones.
The eme

1ce of same-sex identities and communities was never a steady
progress towards a clearly conceived objective. Often it was aresponse to ‘moral
panics’ and waves of persecution that arose in the wake of the periodic crises
punctnating capitalist development. The long depression of the last quarter of
the nineteenth centiry saw persecutions including the trial of Wilde, which
in Ellis’s words ‘aroused inverts to take up a definite stand’2% Ellis’s own book
Sexual Inversion was banned as obscene after a trial in 1898.257 Wilde's trial
was a direct impetus for the founding of the German Scientific-Humanitarian
Committee in 1897. More generally, it was Prussia’s and the German Empire’s
anti-same-sex legislation that gave the impetus to the rise of sexology and
the formation of a homosexual movement and identity there, as opposed
to countries like France where decriminalisation had occurred a century
earlier®® In Italy too, unification led to the extension of criminalisation (o
parts of the peninsula where the Napoleonic Code had eliminated it. Together
with the major role of secular science in combating the anti-national (and sup-
posedly ‘unmanly’) Catholic Church, this helps explain the flourishing state of

L 1R6—g1
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[talian sexology — though decyiminalisation in 188g eliminated any impetus for
4 pomosexual movement.®s? _
German same-sex organising was fuelled by the extension of Prussia's
epressive law after German unification in 1871 to parts of Germany where
_ﬂé.a:mcx:mm:w, had been decriminalised. Initially applied only to aral sex, the

arman ban was extended by an 1876 ruling to cover oral sex.¢

- US states alsa
Mﬁms%m existing sodomy laws to cover oral sex.®5! New repressive laws were
also adopted in Britain and Austria in the crisis years. In England, for exam-
ples the 1865 Labouchére amendment criminalised same-sex acts E& mutual
nasturbation that had not previously fallen under the criminal law,”6? fwm%dm
pehind, Denmark passed new legislation against male prostitution in 1gos,2%%
and the Netherlands in 1911 raised the age of consent [or same-sex relations
from sixteen to twenty-one.2%%

The decades in which a gradual, partial, uneven transition was occurring
from the molly-dominant pattern to inversion to proto-gay homosexuality
were decades of political struggle over sexuality. Much of it took place undex
the banner of ‘sex reform’ Feminists were split between those like the British
suffragist Christabel Pankhurst, who demanded ‘votes for women and chas-
tity for men;, and those who took up emerging conceptions of heterosexual-
:‘w campaigned for contraception to free women from the fear of pregnancy,
and advocated marriage founded on love and mutual sexual satisfaction rather
than procreation or economic security, The more daring pro-sex feminists and
other sex reformers defended premarital sex for women as well as men, at least
as a preparation for a pleasurable marriage.25%

Divisions among politicised homosexuals paralleled divisions over sexuality
in the first wave of feminism. More conservative men could see penetrating
an invert, like penetrating a female prostitute, as a natural outlet for a pow-
erful male sexual drive. Neither sexual act necessarily involved mutual plea-
sure or affection, since the class privilege of and payment by dominant men
could make (hem indifferent to or even contemptuous of the person being
penetrated. These relationships straddled class divides in a hierarchical and
transactional way. Middle-class or bourgeois homosexuals might also hark

259 Beccalossi 2012, pp. 36-7, 50, 27.
260 Beachy 210. pp. 807 9.

281 Shah 2005, p-717.

2b2 Weeks g8, PRy

263 [erzog zou, P.77.

264 Van der Meer 2007, p. 141,

265 Herzog 201, pp. 1, 1718,
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CHAPT ER 5

some of the most advaneed sexology and sexual emancipation movemeny, in
Germmany, Fordist-era populist and bureaucratic regimes sought o ‘modernjg,
their countries’ family and sexual lives by repressing whatever failed to fit theiy
top-down models,

Decolonisation and national liberation struggles Jed to shifts in sexual i,
ology in the dependent world. In economically dominated countries aftey
decolonisation, the rse of a sironger state apparatus made possible mgy,
thorough sexual repression. The attempt to create nuclear family stiictureg,
seen as a erucial dimension of modernisation, was often a motive. Ironicaljy,
many governments playing on anti-imperialist sentiment associated same-gg,
eroticism with the resented West. Some colonised people associated samq.
sex relations with sex-segregated institutions such as prisons and migrant.
labour compounds, which had spread with colonisation.

An vngoing tug-ol-war began to define what in all this was global, nationg|
and local. In these debates, the idea of religious and/or cthnic 'tradition’ ¢r
‘culture’ was far from neutral; it reflected struggles for power, both betweep,
colonised and coloniser and among the colonised themselves#% A newly
independent nation in particular had to act simultaneously as a modernis-
ing force and as the ‘custodian of a fixed (in all senses of the word) identity-
conferring precolonial past, in short, as the repository of tradition'™! Gften i
fact the traditions in question were inventions of the nineteenth or twentieth
centuries, as many African ‘tribal’ traditions are as well.*? African presidents
like Zimbabwe's Robert Mugabe, for example, learned that homosexuality is
‘un-African’ as part of their Christian mission educations. Both the task of
modernising and the task of affirming national identity could entail suppress-
ing sexual realitics at least as much as revealing, exploring or freeing them.

Before the Second World War, colonial ideology had pathologised the sexu-
alities of non-European pcoples, portraying non-European men in particular
(like African-American men in the us) as sexually unbridled and threatening,
Anti-colonial movements tended to turn the imagery upside down, exposing
the falsehood of the sexual charges that justified repression of non-European
men and the reality of sexual violence against and exploitation of colonised
women. Unfortunately, this shift rarely brought any solace to those involved in
same-sex relationships.

Anti-colonial strugeles produced ‘a narrative of “traditional sexuality” in
which a hearty vet wholesome heterosexual appetite stood in proud opposition

190 Rofelgag, 1 4506.

141

14z Ranger19g2, pp, 21-62

_,.QWOM,AZ AND GAY IDENTITY &
1o the dominant, emasculating colonial discourse!™** This was aleady dble
garly in the twentieth century in Iran's Congstitutionalist move, c:.r hen
men who were seen as failing to adequately defend their COUnNtryy ¢ 1om
were threatened with being covered in women's headscarves. C.v?c_..ﬁ:s s
qinked to transgressions against women's sexual integrity. defined ag v
ponor. A Constitutionatist feaflet in 1909 charged that Iranian soldiers 4 ek
fike men but are not men'; they were transgendered, womanly mukharnas 1sa
A similar rhetoric characterised later autheritarian populist regimes, like the
pp1 regime in Mexico and Perenism in Argentina, that masked their subservi-
ence in practice to US imperialism with fervent protestations of their cultural
quthenticity and moral purity.

This kind of rhetoric also marked nationai liberation movements. Sexual
wlinders' led a revolutionary like Frantz Fanon to claim that 'there is no homo-
sexuality in Martinique!®® As late as the mid-1g8os in South Africa, a United
Democratic Front spokesman said publicly that homosexuality wasa product
of apartheid’s deformation of the African family that would disappear in post-
%mnw&m society. Gays and Lesbians of Zimbabwe have denouniced such att-
wudes as ‘Victorian dogma, which African political leaders have the audacity to
claim is the backbone of our African cultural heritage’ 8

The falsehood of this sort of upside-down Eurocentrism was manifest in
the Islamic world. The fact that Egypt and Pakistan both experienced cole-
nial rule (by Britain}, which Turkey escaped, helped account for the earlier
growth of lesbian/gay formations in Turkey, éven thongh Europrean mmEnm:wE
in an Egyptian city like Alexandria was as great or greater than in any ._.EE.J:
city, and the Christian minority in Egypt was proportionally far larger than in
Turkey. British rule in Egypt and Pakistan left Islamic social hegemony unaf-
fected or even strengthened, while Turkey went through a profound process of
secularisation in the process of defending itselfl from Eurepean colonisation
after the First World War. It was thus no accident that Turkey became, along
with Indonesia, the Muslim-majority country where lesbian/gay communities
were the strongest.M N

In Egypt, there was a heteronormative paradigm shift in the work of Nobel
Prize-winning author Naguib Mahfouz. While Mahfouz's 1947 novel Midag
Alley portrayed same-sex sexuality as commonplace but public awareness of

143 Epprecht zovg, p. 1262; see also Puar 2007, p. 49.
144  Najmabadi 2008, pp. 212 13, 216, 218-19.

135 Shohat 2006, p. 272.

146 Hoad, pp. 568, 566.

147  Drucker 2000a, p. 29.
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gay men and women loo for a safe space’
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organisation of ‘highly specialized communities of sexual interest 144 The
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was room lor some of these sub-identities under the umbrella of "Morm '
P F al

leshian/gay Identity. For otk Ticiently compatible with a stahle Bos
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tion in the job market and neocliberal public space, marginalisation |
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le minority; growing gender conformity angd

the separation of gay [rom trans, a fourth feature of the new gay normaliy,

Hion as a st

has been 1
imperialist nation. Here gender identity and sexuality were still closely linkeq,
especially for men. For centuries, masculinity has been defined in feuda] apq
capitalist societies by a positively valued propensity lor violence, whether iy

increasing incorporation of some lesbians and fay men inty thy,

the military, in everyday interactions with other men, or in sublimated forp,
in sport. Incompetence at fighting and sport, and exclusion from the myjlj.
tary, were therefore markers of insufficiently masculine men - while atypical
competence, athleticism and military careers were markers of Em:@,—omm:z«
feminine women.

Exclusion from the military, and therefore from the ranks of full male citi-
zens, has often been one of the last forms of discrimination to fall. It was explic-
itly reatfirmed, for example, when homosexuality was decriminalised in Britain
in 1967 (and onlylifted in 2000), and perpetuated in us President Bill Clinton’s
curjously contradictory ‘don't ask, don't tell’ policy, adopted in 1993 and only
lifted in 2011. The demand to climinate discrimination based on sexual orienta-
tion in the military has been a constituent element of a new, nationalist homo-
normativity. This has been particularly cvident in Isracl, where Jewish open
gay men’s inclusion in the army was a marker of their incorporation into the
Zionist project  understandably viewed withont enthusiasm by Palestinian
queers, who like other Palestinians in Israel face pervasive discrimination on
the grounds of their exclusion from military service.

Jason Ritchie has recounted his discovery that each gay bar in Tel Aviv has a
sort of checkpoint... manned by a queer agent of Israeli nationalism, whose
job it was (o determine who belongs in this gay/Israeli space and who does

not’ More broadly, gay Israelis ‘consolidate their membership in the nation’ by

143 Makarem zon, p.aoz.

1a.4 Woltersdorff 2o, p.16g.
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lestinians
4re inspected, policed, and occasionally admitted into the fold of Isracli gay-

"victims” of Palestinian culture’ - or more often *deniad enlry as exces-

cting as ‘gatekeepers at a metaphorical checkpoint, where quee
GeREEI=Es g

055
.H_.“a@ Arab or insufficiently "gay " 1%

More genevally in the twenty-first century, the instrumentalisation of
jesbian/gay rights in the service of imperialist and Islamophobic ideologies,
which Puar has defined as ‘homonationalism’, has played a crucial vole in
;ntegrating lesbian/gay people into the neoliberal order14¢ Its upshot, or at
Jeast its intended upshot, is a 'seemingly seamless articulation of queerness
with an imperial nation state’}#” Particularly, but not only, in countries like
the Netherlands'*® and Denmark, where hoth same-sex partnership rights
and anti-immigrant racism are strongly developed, this homonationalism has
been key to consolidating and taming lesbian/gay identity. More broadly, it is
an integral part of the neoliberal multiculturalism that masks capitalism’s reli-
ance on regional and racial hierarchies.'*® More generally in Europe, sexuality
has become ‘the sign of the European Union's benevolence’ and a justification
for prejudice against non-Europeans.’s®

Blatant racism has hardly disappeared; it continues notably in the form of
stereotypes of black sexuality.)™ Increasingly in the last two decades, however,
popular and right-wing racism based on skin colour has made way for a rac-
ism that is more often pseudo-cultural than pseudo-biclogical, and particu-
larly for Islamophobia, It coexists in Northern Europe and North America with
an ersatz form of multiculturalism that blurs the persistent, deniable, shift-
ing but still crucial global divide between dominant and dominated groups
and nations.

The French variant is an intensified emphasis on ‘republican universal-
ism, which relegates expressions of difl
French LGBT mainstream has embraced this republican ideology in a way
that obscures social and economic inequality and racism among 1.GBT peo-
ple, which are making sexual relationships and ties of solidarity across class
and race lines more difficult. A recent survey in the French gay magazine 7Téfu
showed that LGET people of immigrant origin had trouble finding white sex

ference to the private sphere. The

145  Ritchie 2010, pp. 557, 560-1

146 Puar 2007, pp. xxiv, 38-9.

147  Rosenberg and Villarejo, p. 10.

148  Mepschen, Duyvendak and Tonkens 2o10; Jivraj and De Jong zon.
149 Rosenberg and Villarcjo, p. 2.

150 Ferguson and flong 2012, p.1060.

151 Wekker 2006, p. 249.
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286 CHAPTER |,

marriage by British Conservative Prime Minister David Cameron has showy,
There were, of course, lesbians and gays advocating same-sex marriage f;,,
it. But today the actual achievement of same-sex marriage is increasingly a ¢q).
laborative effort by a mainstream lesbian/gay advance guard in alliance with
centre-left or centre-right main force.

The gay right is not the purveyor of a specific same-sexidentity. In fact, it hqg
projected strikingly different sexual attitudes in different countries. Clearly th,
moralistic preaching of fidelity and conformity is not universal even in the yg
gay right; this is only ore face of neoliberal gay normality, and not necessarily
the dominant one. In the Netherlands, Fortuyn embodied a sexual libertariay,.
ism and was uncritically, openly celebratory of some queer sexual practices —
one more sign that non-monogamy does not in itself necessarily challenge the

years before Conservatives and Christian Democrats began even eanzrrizm

instrumental attitude towards human relations typical of neoliberal society,
But in most countries, the gay right tends to downplay queer identity and sexy-
ality, and advocate ‘normality”: integration into existing families and churches,
1t was no accident that the lesbian/gay 2000 march in the us took place under
the banner of 'faith and family’

However much the gay right’s sexual attitudes may vary, it seemns to have
no capacity to link up with any alternative queer community or to contribute
to defining any alternative queer identity. It can only oscillate between col-
ebrating gay capitalism and delining queer sexuality as a purely private matter,
preferably to be confined to a same-sex marital bedroom. This has preclnded,
at least so far, the rise of anything like a true queer right. On the contrary, the
rise of the gay right has helped close the interregnum of 1968-73 lesbian/gay
liberation, when the consolidation of a gender-normative lesbian/gay identity
was briefly interrupted by a prominent and sometimes key role [or lrans and
other gender-dissident activists in radical lesbian/gay groups.

Spreading from the gay right to the LGB centre and centre-left, an interpre-
tation of ‘lesbian/gay’ has taken hold that makes it virtually indistinguishable

’

from the homophiles’ old, gender-normative conception of the homosexual
Ironically, as John D’Emilio has pointed out, an initially anti-capitalist gay lib-
eration movement ‘opened the door to legitimate investment in gay sex’ and
created the conditions for a new gay capitalism. This accounts for some strik-
ing continuities between the homophile movements that grew up before the
mid-1960s and the gay right of recent decades?® - leaplrogging over the radical

legacy of the liberationist interregnum between them.

20 Emilio 2n0z, pp. Gg, 227,

THE SEXUAL POLITICS OF NEOLIBERALISM 28~

The Right and Homonationalism

The gay right as a whole is homonationalist. In the Cold War years, the us mili-
tary had become a mainstay of racial liberalism, symbolised by Colin Powell’s
rise to its command, and even a certain kind of feminism, incarnated in the
George W. Bush administration by Condoleezza Rice. Imperialism acquired
a gender dimension, portraying women in the Us as ‘saviors and rescuers’ of
oppressed women elsewhere. Imperialist ideology has also always had a sexual
dimension. The novelty is that it now has a same-sex dimension. The general
orgy of patriotism in the Us after g/u was picked up in Us LGBT communi-
ties as well: 'The American flag appeared everywhere in gay spaces, in gay bars
and gay gyms, and gay pride parades [featured] the pledge of allegiance, the
singing of the national anthem, and floats dedicated to national unity’. Many
middle-class gays and lesbians also responded to appeals to save the us by con-
tinuing to buy, ‘marking this homonational consumer as an American patriot
par excellence’

Neoliberal multiculturalism also wards off, in Jodi Melamed's words, any
mobilisation against the neoliberal order by ‘the racialized poor ... by portray-
ing this class as strangely susceptible to terrorist seduction’ In the words of
the 2006 Us National Security Strategy, In some democracies, some ethnic or
religious groups are unable or unwilling to grasp the benelits of {reedomn oth-
erwise available in society’3!

It is a commonplace to observe that with g/11 the Arab and Islamic world
supplied North American and Western European rulers with the enemy
image they needed after the Cold War. This enemy image is often gendered.
Examples of the sexual repression of women in different parts uf the world or
segments of the population are exploited ideologically as evidence of the sup-
posedly more civilised character of imperialist countries. Campaigns to free
Muslim women (with or without their participation or enthusiasm) are one
obvious example. The Us Feminist Majority Foundation tried to enlist Afghan
women in the us war, leading the Revolutionary Association of the Women of
Afghanistan to condemn it as a manifestation of ‘hegemonic, v.8.-centric, cgo
driven, corporate feminism. There was a flurry in 2006 of condemnations of
anti-gay repression in Iran ~ the details of the specific incidents involved were
disputed among international human rights observers, though the repressive

—.

30 Puar2o07, pp. 40, 5 (citing Inderpal Grewal), 2, 43, 66-7.
31 Melamed 2006, pp. 16-17.
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non-white,

Even in the US, neoconservatives - the Republican faction least ideolog;.
cally committed to Christian undamentalism — have shed their former seculay
brand of social conservatism and homophobia*® and repackaged themselyeg
as vivtual femninists. The fact that the right was at least temporarily shaken ang
divided by its debacle in Iraq opened more space for gay voices in the cenige
and cenlre-right of Us politics.

The new homonationalist right is also fervently Zionist. Unfortunately,
broader international and regional leshian/gay networks, especially those ip
or run from the imperialist countries, have tended to embrace Israeli homona-
tionalism and ignore or sidestep Palestinian objections, as in InterPride’s deci-
sion to hold World Pride in Jerusalem in 2006.%% This tendency has been very
strong in North America, as witnessed by Toronio Pride’s decision in 2010 (later
reversed) to bun Queers Against Israeli Apartheid from marching, and the New
York 1.6BT Centre's decision in zon te ban a Palestine solidarity group from
meeting there — enforced by a director from a corporate rather than a grass-
roots background - later transformed into a moratorium* that was only lifted
in 2013. A similar mind-set was visible in the decision of the International Gay
and Lesbian Travel Association to hold its 2009 conference in Tel Aviv, over the
protests of groups like the Lebanese LGBT HELEM.*® In general, mainstream
Israeli, Western European and North American lesbian/gay groups have been
complicit in ‘pinkwashing’: celebrating Israeli gay life and rights in a way that
includes Israel in the charmed circle of the enlightened, while explicitly or
implicitly excluding Palestinians, other Arabs and Muslims.

41 Cervilie and Rees-Roberts 2010, pp. 35, 141-3
a4z See, for example, Dicter 1g8o.

43 Puar 2007, p 16

43 Schulman zo1z, pp. n7-18,121,157-8, 170,

45 Schmlman 2oiz, p a6
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The emerging homonationalism of sections of the Western European and
vorth American hard right has led it to selectively ignore the neoliberal agenda
m% many of the world’s most homophobic forces. The Mubarak regime respon-
sible for the 2001 Queen Boat raid in Egypt, and the ensuing wave of anti-LG BT
repression a few months before g/11, was, of course, one of the key us allies in
the Middle East and one of the main Arab proponents of neoliberal policies.
The newly pro-gay right has also generally avoided noticing the ongoing homo-
phobie repression by us allies like Morocco, the Gulf States and the Saudi
jingdom (the world's single most theocratic state and the oldest us ally in the
Middle East).*® European and North American media have failed to report the
platant homophobia of the imperialist-linked, anti-Syrian bloc in Lebanon
(which expelled gay activists from its ‘Freedom Camp’) since 2005, or the wide-
spread prejudice or cowardice of Western-funded human rights organisations
in failing to defend LGBT victims.#7

us right-wing lip service to leshian/gay rights is worse than uscless to 1,637
Arab people. The Shiite parties, militias and gangs that dominate Iraq today are
guilty of vicious repression of people engaged in same-sex sexualitics, which
the Us occupiers have hardly lifted a finger to stop. In one incident in 2007, an
Iragi LG BT activist heard Americans talking in the next room while Ira gi police
were torturing him %/

Gay Social-Liberalism

The combination of growing homonatienalism and gender conformity in LG BT
communities with growing straight tolerance for gay normality has helped
open up mainstream space for a lesbian/gay rights agenda. The weakening
of the radical left has helped fray what ties it had with LGBT movements. Yet
even as the modernising right has opened up to homonormative politics, many
LGBT groups are held back from aligning with it by memories of the right’s his-
tory of homophobia. As political partners for LGBT activism, this mostly leaves
the broad array of forces that can be called ‘social-liberal’: forces accepting the
basic parameters of neoliberalism but trying to put a more human, social face
on policy. These include the Demeocratic Party in the us and social-democratic,
green and left-liberal parties in Europe. They also include a once-radical force
like the Brazilian Workers Party (pr), the latter-day populists of the Mexican

46 Achcar 2002, pp. 31-5.
47 Makarem zon, pp. 102 7.
38 Treland 2007



bt
‘gre d zwT qugurpsepy frn
L-gtz dd tooe £ (441

‘oStd 'gooz 1ayAng 11

ibexp 03 poddns popraod sey ma1an dnoid assueqa ayg, Iseq O[PPIN 2
SsQIOT '$A0fngar L4991 SUIPR[IUT $2aBMyal JO JUIUISAOW SSBIU A3 USAQ Sey
UOIS01 S} UT10)0€) DI3eR AUQ) 7

yuSis Uaaq os[e sey U013 eIy 9 ju 1501
oy spaemol sdnoid 14971 uelunsafed pue asaueqa Lq umoys AUeprios aiy
s BLPU] 01 0Rq
peaids usyy puk L1odsuTp UedLIAUNY YUION ayl Ul 9-S861 Ul papurio alom suol
-eSTUESI0 URISY ([IN0G LADT 0M) 3817 oY) Ddwiexd 10, wat) yitm Auepijos u
pAsIuEsIo aaey oym adong 10 eduLY YUoN ul stuersiuy £q padey 1o sain
-unon stpenedan wol suwaniat ssomedwod Lq uo paands tveq sewnowos
aARY oM Juopusdop 2} UL SJUDUIAOW LEHT "U0IZaT Xay Ul ajo1 1a351q
uaan ue pade(d Lg6T U1 TUUUIBaq SSULIIRE) URIQSHT ULSQQUED) PUR ULIISUY
UNRT 40107 UL BISIUOPU[ ‘CARQBING UT 90USIAJU0D BISY VOTI 3Y} UO YIeNT 181
[PI@WEPUN] SRURS] A1 A[[BONRULEIP JSOUI ‘SA[IBIS]O JO 9L A} UL PAanuud
sey Suppomiou uelsy Sulsiuesio ueisy syepljosuod padpy 986t ut Buruuseq
$30UAIBIU0N L1f URISY PUE 0661 UL AOUSIAJUOD 1SI1] SHIOMIIN URIQSAT UBISY
auy, sornuntod jsteitaduly 61 $u011sUU02 Se 1uenodu se 1Seaf 3T 21l00aq sey
suotdal oypads M s1UIsWLAOW 1D FUOUR UOTIIRIDIUT ‘SIBIL JUada1 U]
‘uotuy) ueadoing o) Woij SUIpunj 2413931 YoM ‘UOLIdI
ueadoany syo11 03 [@1euoniodordsip pamo[] 2ARY $32IN0$AT INQ — ROy PUE
RISY 'ROLIDUIY ULIE'] W04 910D Sel [9A9] PlAom Je VOTI 107 diysiapeo| 210wt
Apusool s10py stuswascw Jsenadwr-ue Surmoddns uonmposar e paalal
OJUOIOT, UI 32UI3J 00 v Sg61 oY) uaym Se ‘S3IWI| SJeUnUojun pry oy s1s!
-AlIOR URDLBWY YHoN pue ueadoing jo AJIIEPI0S PUE UOISIA 3} SIWIAWOS
19x zAproIq arow adoinyg WIIsEy PUER ‘UOMRISPS LRISSNY dU) puB uoIu(]
191405 21} Wl wislapoe 1997 105 poddus jo aomaos v uasq osfe e[ ALeplos
reuonewtaiuy sdnoid xaxood pue soysut Jupuuimy, pue Kauow pue sjeu@ell
Jupuss ‘suondr Aueprjos 1no suiiues £q ppom juspusdop ayp ur sjuew
-9AOUL JO sfsim 9] 01 pPaIMQLIUOY SEY ‘SaLIIUNOD jsireuadiur ur usul £eg puv
sueiqsa] Aq Afafize] una pue papunoy A[[eniut (vOTI) UOTBIDOSSY XasIsjuy PUe
suet, enxastg A0 ‘URIQSsT [RuonEUIIU[ AL soInjjud 1sietadwu £4q paex?
A[euoyipen avuanur eingno Suoxys al uo paxoeqAs3id usyo sey sotd
-unos uepuadep pue sieadiur ur s)UAWDAOUT LEDT Udam)aq LIIEpIOS
[ SPLIEPUNOQ [RPUOTIEU PUE 2pudd jo Surorjod oyl
0} 92URISISAL 0] WSBPUONEUOWOY pue Aaneunou-tepusd jsutede syysy Uil
Jey) sudreduaes Sunttof saafoaut snyy 2doad LaH1 Burpusjacl pauaummopul

Gee §OILITOd T¥NXES ¥3AND V say¥mOt

¢e-d ooz Aueoly 01T
€z Juo ] Bm

Eroz vgeioqy. g
£roT Juorf

T MO qoT

Y
2105

ayy pue soadnyal syueiSrurul pue adoad suen ueamIa( $AII[EUOWTUIOD
paBudiy aaey ‘T/6 dows A[[edadss QUIIBAOW U0 SUONDISAL ‘UOINDPY
up Knunoa 1eye Anunod wt speaids sogpulerd juRiBuII-tuE se patuap pue
porouf A[PUNNOL BI SIYBU $33TWYBL LADT 4 SNIBIS Dad1fol 03 dfdoad qui
nue uonnoasiad jo 1) papunoj-[[as, 10J spunoid sy fuone Hpuapl [znxos
papupout Sy $2a8NJoY 10§ IDUOISSIUIUOD) YR ] N1 oY YBROYI[Y “ULBLO Jo 5914
-nod 1Oy ur s10anh unmsns puk puagep Ay Uues $3EIUN0d 19130 0} SjueiSiw
pue $908TyoL LA 0T D518 IPUL 1L SONIUNLULLOD LH T 2IIUM ‘S¥[A[HIDAIN
sor LD [E0S, — $ATITUNWINI0D
SIXILOD ‘SN[ a1 Ul sButaq poresrjdiut pue pojpouuos st aay] sdood fem
AN, JO UONDINLISIP ) SISIANIE 10] URIWE UBD XD ‘S] MOU T LT[} S10UI )
pAIOUOY puE pauLtyye oq A[oinjosqe 1snwt sidoad La v parwosiod 1oj urnhse
JOWAL B s Aeun | poap s dayy aayfv swapuafap 2y Burpuafap, o3 pasupal
9q 03 10U $T A1LBPLOs [PTOnILILOIUL 1 AI[IGIsIA Jo 350D oY) 9A0 ALs v Jo
3I0W aARY 0 pasll SULOUFY 1497 Juied SI0 PO0IQ A0, 'SPLOM S3UGT UL 'aq
UBD 0SIL Y] o TUIPTY 01UT 0F 07 PRY OYM ‘SISTAIDE 19T 0] SJEAL[1 PUE BI(|
-oydouroy paseaiout 03 pay ‘ardiuexa 10] ‘600z UL $183118 BUIMO][0F MBIV 01 pie
30 [esNjor uBLLIAN) PUE YSUILLY Y 'SALIIUNOD UMO 1B UL SURDUJY LEO'T dIB[OS]
Toyquuny 8w eouswry o pue adomy woly SUOYRILIdl pue suoneuwap
~U0D TRy YU ALY 03 PAJOARP 3Q OS[E PIOYS TYSNOL JI0W IXeJUAD IO
PUE [e0s I1a1[} W01 PAISAAS 10U 31 SINSST SIYSIX [IAID 1) 08 ‘SIYSL 2aBonp
~01dd1 pue [eNXas JO SHOMDEY TaPLOI AY) Ul PIIRTS 3 PIUOYS SIHL LEOT
1583] oy 3y NIoM A[[eTIoR SO[3OB] JEYM IMOQE PAPAU ST UOISSNOSIP IO
YIUOUL YOED
Uosiad suex; e jo 1apInw oyl 10§ (srdwexe 107) $ajvig popUN AU JO O[OUM
¥ Sursireuad 3508508 au0 ou uaym ‘HHUBL LEOT JO SUOHRIOLA 10} pasifeuad
e suaneu uedLY A[OYM UAYM palodsrapun st el Arunbaul jedniod wy)
U0HUaw 01 10N 4,08 9I0W SI2Y0 Jupfew jo auteu ay) ut [eubs ssaf ajdoad
Wos, Buppews st ‘Anpenbaul orwouoss Surusdasp sysu s Lyrubo enxos
o Moagp ur armysal v st A[royoads eoLyy 01 ple Jummny) pHom [enbaun Ajjer
éosgc& © jo auatow pue Auaacd au o3 s1ydu jenba adoad Lan T um Ao
Pinom 3 Uaym USHIIM SB[ HU0T neog (Suimstp pue sananpad, sp firenba
L2 10] BpUTE WY 4, SURLBSLN JO $21poq pure pueyay uo fuedwo)) po [oys
" jo uonenopdxa aruouesa pue AUI[OA M Jroqe Fuipou Avs pur vEBIN

o
TLIvHN pEL



426 CHAPTER 5

refugees fleeing persecution based on their sexual orientation, and can,).
paigned for the rights of Palestinian refugees in Lebanon, who face major djs.
crinmination. HELEM has remained open to everyone living in Lebanon, evey
at the cost of losing some Lebanese members.1S

Solidarity becomes more complicated in the Arab region when the issye
arises of working with Israeli .G BT groups. Maikey of the Palestinian group 4]
Qaws has said that ‘unfortunately, many of the Israeli LGBT groups have come
to accept the nation and strive to become integrated in it. Al Qaws has pre.
ferred working with Israeli anti-Zionist groups. For many queers worldwide,
the Palestinian struggle is alsv a light against Israeli self-legitimation through
highlighting lesbian/gay rights in Israel (‘pinkwashing’), a fight waged by the
coalition Palestinian Queers for Bps (boycott, divestment and sanctions),
‘Israel commits human rights violations and occupies another people and
then abuses my difficulties and my name by saying my society is backward
and homophobic, Maikey has said. ‘My struggle is dismissed and my people
are demonized

All these straggles benefit from queering history in anti-Eurocentric ways,
uncovering Asia, Alrica and Latin America's same-sex past. In the last few
decades, schnlars have been busily uncovering what many nationalist forces
had spent even longer burying. A wealth of material has been emerging about
same-sex formations in, for example, Africa and Asia. They have also been bus-
ily linking together what Eurocentric and nationalist historians had worked
to separate out, for example, showing the centuries-long sexual interactions
among captives. converts, renegades, diplomats, expatriates, tourists and their
captors or hosts in Europe and the Islamic world,7 and the great influence of
Europe and the Us on both colonised and non-colonised Asia and of Chinese
sexual culture on other East and Southeast Asian countries.'® And they have
been demonstrating the enormous range of sexual formations in, for example,
Africa ¥

Against Islamophobia

In responding to vight-wingers repackaging themselves in recent years as
defenders of oppressed Arab women and even gays, the left has sometimes

115  Makarem 2007, p.1on,
116 Maikey and De Jong 2011
117 Peirce zoog, poayzé

118 Loos 2009, PP 121213
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been divided. When international human rights or LgBT groups have issued
alerts about persecution of Middle Eastern L BT people (for example, in Iran},
some LGBT anti-imperialists have denounced the critics for contributing to
the Us war drive.l?? Others have insisted on the importance of both opposition
to Us intervention and solidarity with LGBT people. Yet international LGBT
movements have been hamstrung by their relative weakness in and ignorance
of the Arab region. The ill-thought out tactics and sometimes ‘outright colo-
nialist mentality’ of some LGBT groups in imperialist countries may some-
times even play into the hands of repressive forces.?! There is an urgent need
to link imperialism, gender and sexuality.

One key point is that there is neither a historical nor a logical connection
between anti-imperialism and cultural nativism. The British Empire was care-
ful not to interfere with Islamic domination of civil society in countries it ruled
such as Egypt and Pakistan. By contrast, Muslim Turkey's ficrce resistance
to colonisation after the First World War and Muslim Indonesia’s struggle
for independence after the Second World War involved far-reaching secu-
larisation, albeit from above by anthoritarian regimes. 1t is no accident that
Turkey and Indonesia have stronger LGBT communities and movements today
than the Arab countries, almost all of which enjoyed the dubious benefits of
Eurepean colonialism.122

The relative rarity of LGBT identities in Arab countries today is not due to
lack of European and North American influence; European influence has been
stronger in the Arab region than in a country like Thailand, with its burgeon-
ing LGBT scenes. On the contrary, as Joseph Massad’s wide-ranging analysis of
nineteenth- and twentieth-century Arabic literature has shown, in the colo-
nial period European influence was mobilised to promote heterosexuality and
suppress the centuries-old wealth of Arab same-sex forms.’%3 Factors like the

120 In a related argument, Joseph Massad has blamed repression in the Arab vegion largely
on the lesbian/gay groups and human rights organisations that he calls the ‘Gay
International) asserting: ‘By inciting discourse about homosexuals where none existed
before, the Gay International is in fact heterosexualizing a world that is being forced to
be fixed by a Western binary’ (Massad 2007, p. 188). Protests by international groups have
been more 4 reaction than a cause, however; their power is derisible compared to that
of imperial powers or multinational capital. Moreover, in ‘dismissing self-identified Arab
queers as essentially inauthentic replicas of their Western counterparts, Massad over-
looks their capacity to acl as conscious agents' (Ritchic 2mo, p. 567). In any event, the
‘gay genie is out of the bottle . .. regardless of whether it was human rights groups, global
media, or grassroots activists who rubbed the lamp’ (Mitchell 2o, p. t74).

121 Makarern 2007, p. 104,

122 See Drucker 20003, p. 29.
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form of identity'™! However, identity is not the core issue. For example, th,
police rarely know whether the people they harass, arrest or torture identify 54
gay. The sequence of cause and etfect is the reverse, as historians have showp,
the common experience of repression can contribute to the development of
transgender, gay, leshian and queer identities.

In the age of neoliberal globalisation, power relations between colonjs.
ers (witting or unwitting) and colonised cut across LGBT movements, antj.
imperialist movements, and the Marxist left. The fact remains that ali the
victims of oppression today badly need allies in the imperialist countrieg,
who have access to far greater resources. Cultural sensitivity and respect for
sell-determination are essential. But neither should stand in the way of soli-
darity with the victims of repression by regimes whose vicious sexual puritan-
ism olten goes hand in hand with their subservience to an imperial agenda,
Ultimately. queer anti-capitalists in both imperial and dominated countries
should join forces to resist empires, and along with them the mirror-image
e and homophobic repression that the

plagnes of homonormative arr

)

division of the world fostors.

Queering Intimacy and Domesticity

Confronted with the construction of normal’, nuclear gay families, queer radi-
cals face the challenge of making it possible to organise personal and domestic
lives in ways that are freer, more (lexible and more open to the wider com-
munity. loday, the prevailing family and community structures worldwide are
organised in ways that maintain and perpetuate male domination of women,
heteronormativity and other inequitable social relations, though sometimes in
more subtle forms. As a result, families and communities often exert a conser-
vatising influence in society, in rich countries as well as poor ones, even where
poor and working people mobilise in large numbers against the dominant eco-
nomic policies. Sustained and transformative mobilisation requires changes at
the household and community Jevel, so as to change conservatising influences
into emancipatory ones. This means that family and community structures dic-
tated by ideology and tradition need to be modified, starting from the dynam-
ics of strugale and self-organisation, Struggle at the elemental household and
community level is one of the core dynamics of a queer anti-capitalism.

The feminist dictum that the personal is political means that struggles over
power are at work in the smallest social units and in every human relationship.

131 Schulman amez, p 100, 104, 172
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one benefit of Michel Foucault’s influence has been an increased focus on the
analysis of power at the micro level. For LGBT people, this means, besides the
individual couple, the household and community, where the transformational
force of queer dissent is frequently felt. Queers are adopting a range of strate-
gies for intimate relationships and domestic life that provide alternatives to
creating homonormative families. There is, of course, no automatic connec-
tion between the dynamics at work in an erotic relationship, a friendship ara
graup of housemates and the broader realm of politics - no automatic transla-
tion to issues of reform or revolution. But a feminist and anti-capitalist politics
ultimately can and must link these micro-level transformations to the macro
level, where they should ultimately be reflected in every site of economic,
social and political power.

Queering intimate relationships and domestic units is often the start-
ing point, with changes that can be impelled by a variety of different queer
tactics. One tactic — often the only one available to trans people in many
countries —is to form or join alternative households and communities of sexual
dissidents. In many cases, these sexnally dissident communities are economi-
cally marginal, confined to the informal sector and sometimes the sex trade.
Yet whether among South Asian hijras or runaway young people in New York,
they are challenges to existing heteronormative families. They can empower
people to create and defend homes and communities independent of nor-
matively defined families and communities. As hijras join the hjra commu-
nity, they ‘simultaneously distance themselves from their former friends and
relatives'’32Paradoxically, thiscanearnthemrespectfrompeoplestillenmeshed
in normative families, who see the narrowness and corruption that traditicnal
family loyalty can entail. This perception of Ajjras as less corrupt has been one
factor in their electoral appeal: one Aéjra ran for office in Pakistan in 1990, and
another was elected to the city council in the northern Indian city of Ilissar
in 199s.

Alongside alternative queer relationships, friendships, and domestic and
community structures, there is also a molecular process — a process that is at
work neighbourhood by neighbourhood, family by family, or even individnal
by individual - of queering existing living units. Even within some traditional
families, women who live more or less in a separate wonten's sphere of domes-
tic labour and household production bond with each other in all sorts of emo-
tional and erotic ways.!** As long as women's intimate relationships with each
other take place privately and beyond men's field of vision, they can be entirely

132 Nanda 1994, pp. 403-4
133 Rich1983, pp.192-3.



